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Dear Friends in Jesus Christ,

Last Sunday, we heard Jesus inviting us to renew our
commitment to him, by keeping the promises we
have made to him, for our God is always faithful to
us. Thus, the invitation of Jesus was to, “Repent and
believe in the Gospel for the Kingdom of God is at
hand.” To help us to repent of our sins, the Lenten
season encourages us to practice fasting, prayer,
and almsgiving faithfully, so that our journey with
Jesus to Calvary will be a blessed one.

Today we witness the Transfiguration of Jesus as the
son of God. According to the Gospel, the
Transfiguration experience of Jesus is a wonderful
experience, which is possible for all of us at the
successful completion of our journey with Christ in
this world. To have this wonderful experience, God's
only command for us is: “Listen to Him!”

In our first reading from Genesis, we see that,
Abraham showed us how to be faithful to God. He
was willing to give up his only son, just like God did
for us later. God spared Isaac because Abraham
proved his faith. What can we learn from Abraham
today? There are three things that we can learn from
Abraham; first, he listened to God and did what he
said, second, he trusted God even when it was hard,
and finally he gave everything to God. This is a time
to reflect and to ask God: "Lord, how can | make you
happy?" The answer is simple. We just follow
Abraham's example and listen, trust, and give, or in
other words, we need to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength.

Our second reading is very encouraging because it is
full of hope. St. Paul tells us three things: "Nothing
can stop us; nothing can judge us, and nothing can
separate us." Why? Because "God loved us so much
that He gave His only Son for us." God was like
Abraham, who was willing to sacrifice His son Isaac.
God gave up His only Son Jesus for our sake. That
means God will do anything good to save us, what
we need to do is to keep listening to Christ carefully.
God will make sure we reach our goal this season
because Christ is with us on our way.

Does anyone know who is the first marketing
manager in this world? Today, we see Jesus is
marketing Heaven to three of His disciples through
His Transfiguration. The Transfiguration reflects the
divinity of Jesus. Through His Transfiguration, Jesus
reveals His future glory. However, to attain the
fullness of this glory, He must first suffer and be
crucified. This is a road that we must also walk to
partake in His glory. He just gave them a glimpse of
Heaven, and those three disciples are already
impressed, and Peter makes a quick comment about
it, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let us

make three tents; one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” Like the second reading, today’s Gospel is a
message of hope. This is because God revealed to us
the glory, which will be ours through Christ. God spoke
eloquently and confirms the Lordship of Jesus Christ:
“This is my beloved Son, Listen to Him.” Yes, God the
Father demands only one thing from us: “Listen to him!”

Listening to Christ means transforming our lives and
changing our ways. It means living according to the
Word of God we hear every day. Listening to Jesus
means obeying His will and paying attention to what the
Church teaches us every day. So, Christ speaks to us
through the poor and the marginalized, the sick, the old,
abandoned children in our streets, and the millions of
aborted babies worldwide. Christ speaks to us through
our lonely neighbors who need some care. Christ
speaks to us through families and communities in
difficulties. Finally, if we respond to these quickly, rather
than being indifferent, then we have listened to Jesus
Christ, the beloved son of God. Through this, “we are
walking in the presence of the Lord in the land of the
living.” God Bless.

Parish Hall Rental

The hall rental fee for St. Sebastian parishioners is $53,
tax included, plus a $50 refundable deposit ($103). Non-
parishioners pay $159, tax included, plus a $150
refundable deposit ($309). The deposit will be refunded
if the hall is left clean and undamaged. Parishioners
who rent the hall for non-parishioners will be charged
the non-parishioner fee. The hall must be vacated and
cleaned by 3pm on Saturdays. Renters must also
provide proof of insurance or purchase it from the
diocese for $95. Thank you.

Mass Schedule
February 25 — March 3

Sunday — Second Sunday of Lent
-8:30am - Mass at St. Sebastian
Joseph Clement Mayfield
-10:30am - Mass at St. Charles - Randy Joe Marcum

Monday — Second Week of Lent
-8:30am — Mass at St. Sebastian — JoAnn Hayden

Tuesday — Second Week of Lent
-8:30am — Mass at St. Sebastian — Louise Waters

Wednesday — Second Week of Lent
-8:30am — Mass at St. Sebastian — Betty Bickett
-5:30pm — Mass at St. Charles
Sabrina Whitehouse Evans

Thursday — Second Week of Lent
-8:30am — Mass at St. Sebastian
Deceased members of the Bickett Family

Friday — Second Week of Lent
-8:30am - Mass at St. Sebastian — Judy Rhodes

Saturday — Second Week of Lent
-3:00pm — Confession
-4:00pm — Mass at St. Sebastian — All Parishioners

Sunday — Third Sunday of Lent
- 8:30am - Mass at St. Sebastian — Alastair Cooper
-10:30am — Mass at St. Charles — John Miller, Jr.

Ursuline Sisters’ new Quilt Club drawings

Now is the time to purchase your annual Quilt Club
tickets from the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph,
Maple Mount, Ky. For one $25 ticket, you get 12
chances to win a new handmade quilt! A new name is
drawn on the first Friday of each month beginning April
5, 2024 through March 7, 2025. Watch the drawings
live on the Ursuline Sister's Facebook page at noon
Central Time: www.facebook.com/ursulinesms;j.
Purchase your tickets before the first drawing in order
to get the most chances to win. Only 2,500 tickets will
be sold. Proceeds support the mission and ministries of
the Ursuline Sisters. Call 270-229-2008, email
carol.braden-clarke@maplemount.org or order online at
https://ursulinesmsj.org/purchase-your-mount-saint-
joseph-quilt-club-tickets/

"Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood
of fasting. So, if you pray, fast; if you fast, show
mercy; if you want your petition to be heard, hear
the petition of others. If you do not close your ear to

others, you open God's ear to yourself."
— St. Peter Chryosologus

Happy Birthday - St. Sebastian

laohit |

Kimberly Cooper — Feb. 27
Stacy Green — Feb. 27
Alastair Cooper —Mar. 1

Pitino Shelter’s 2"¢ Annual Stand Up for Families

Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving

It's that time of year for fundraising planning for 2024 at
the Daniel Pitino Shelter. We are excited to announce
our Stand Up for Families will be held on March 23,
2024, at the Riverpark Center. This year will also be our
30" Anniversary. Individual Tickets Assigned Seating
(Can pick your seat) $30. VIP Tickets $75 Front and
Center of Stage.

Gasper River Catholic Youth Camp & Retreat
Center
Registration is open for summer camp. Registrations
are coming in at a record pace for our 17" summer!
Go to our website to get signed up today!

Thank you for your continued support.

Financial Report — February 18, 2024
St. Sebastian- Amount Needed: $3,035.00 weekly.
Regular Collection $ 3,220.00 + 965.00

Emergency Fund $ 375.00
Mass Intentions $ 55.00
Special Collections $ 50.00

Please Pray for our Military
SSgt. James (J.P.) Dye, John Randall Zaremba, Major
Jack Kaina, Major Bradley Summers, Lance Corporal
Marine Joseph Ryan Hunter, Lt. Col. Michael Rezebek.
A.B. Phillip Wilson, Specialist 4 Chaz McKay, Sgt. Adam
Dickey, and Corpsman Aly Franklin.

Financial Report —February 1, 2024
St. Charles - Amount Needed: $1,228.00 weekly.
Regular Collection $1,037.00 - 191 .00
Special Collections $ 70.00

Prayer List for Members of our Community
Tommy England, Sean, Serena & Marion Cooper, Cindy
Miller, Bernadine Edwards, Charles May, Jerry Abney,
Tori Hayden, John Pinkston, Bob Guenthner, Helen
Kraus, Jimmy Clayton, Ethan Settle, Louis Dant, Sharon
Anderson, Blakley Owens, Tasha Miller, Ben Dunn,
Warren Pinkston, Theresa Rust, Cassie Alexander, and
Jeanie Wedding.

Ministry Schedule
Saturday, March 2, 2024

St. Sebastian  Euch. Min: Katie Murphy

Lector: Paula Tichenor

Sunday, March 3, 2024

Euch. Min: Mike Vollman
Kimberly Cooper
Susie Alexander
Lectors: Lindsay Searcy
Kathy Hudson
Gift Bearers: Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Abney
Altar Servers: Joseph Fritz
Henry Fritz
Money Counters: Cathy Burden
Gail Clayton
Donuts: Church Breakfast

St. Sebastian

Euch: Min: Derek Miller
Teresa Marcum
Lectors: Anna Miller
George Rhodes
Gift Bearers: Mr. & Mrs. Philip Logsdon
Money Counters: Christina Hudson
Leon Durbin

St. Charles
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